
Good Morning 

Firstly I would like to let you all know that the week has been full of joyous moments of activities 

and learning that do the children and teachers proud. It is down to how well the children have 

returned back to school and their motivation to do their best, thank you to all our families for 

preparing them so well. 

We have been able to keep our clubs going and activities in class are returning to more hands on 

and interactive lessons. That being said we are continuing with all our measures to keep the 

community safe from Covid. 

Happy Children 

This weeks focus has been on 'Turn your frown upside down'. The school have looked at ways to 

look on the bright side especially when life is difficult with lots of negative 'noise' going on around 

us. The children came up with some fantastic ideas and we are determined to spread happiness 

around school and the community during the challenges of the time we are in. 

It is really nice that so many of our families feel they can contact us to ask for support and 

guidance for the children and as always we will do what we can and sign post you where 

appropriate to other agencies. 

I while ago we produced a leaflet supporting positive mental health so I have attached it again 

today incase it is of any help to anyone. 

Courses 

Rachael sent home a range of courses that may be of interest to some of you. We have also 

been asked to forward a survey on the use of libraries in the County and how they can be 

improved for better use. Here is the link if anyone would like to contribute: 

https://forms.gle/sZZ4o5p47CWdwPbW7 

Choir 

the church children's choir is staring up again - I have attached the information and the contact 

details are: Joan Johnson email mjjmusic4@gmail.com or by phone 07455 531153 

Learning at home 

Reading books - could everyone make sure these are returned so we can use them in school. It 

is vital that children get the opportunity to practice reading with fluency at home so we will 

continue to send the books home we just need your help to make sure they come back into 

school. The teachers are working really hard at present so do really appreciate the work the 

https://forms.gle/sZZ4o5p47CWdwPbW7


children do with you at home as part of their homework and our thanks goes to those who are 

engaging in this. 

Attendance 

One of the reasons the Government have put so many new procedures in place is to ensure 

children can and are attending school. We would all agree the pandemic has not been good for 

our children whatever age. We will continue to closely monitor attendance for all children and 

make sure you will be informed at the points we would deem 'cause for concern.' Information I 

have previously shared with you identifies children need to currently attend for 96% of the time 

just to maintain current progress so for children who have significantly fallen behind through lost 

learning they need to have better attendance than the National Expectation. 

Incident outside school this morning 

Although I have no information to share regarding the incident I just want to reasure all families 

the children were kept inside whilst the helicopter, police and ambulances were in situ. 

Covid Changes: 

This is the latest information than came into school this morning 

"Changes to the self-isolation period for those who 
test positive for COVID-19 

From Monday 17 January, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19 will have the option to 

reduce their isolation period after 5 full days if they test negative with a lateral flow device (LFD) 

test on both day 5 and day 6 and they do not have a temperature. For example, if they test 

negative on the morning of day 5 and the morning of day 6, they can return to their education or 

childcare setting immediately on day 6. 

The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period, and the second must 

be taken the following day. All test results should be reported to NHS Test and Trace. 

If the result of either of their tests is positive, they should continue to self-isolate until they get 

negative results from two LFD tests on consecutive days or until they have completed 10 full 

days of self-isolation, whichever is earliest. 

Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have a temperature will 

need to complete the full 10 day period of self-isolation." 

Have a lovely and safe weekend everyone 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Freport-covid19-result%3Futm_source%3D14%2520January%25202022%2520C19%26utm_medium%3DDaily%2520Email%2520C19%26utm_campaign%3DDfE%2520C19&data=04%7C01%7Cp2419.admin%40durhamlearning.net%7Cca6c1dfcd31d4d13722308d9d74256f2%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C637777502192228483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CgbDhLZZqbGb%2F17lE%2FwpOxY5VGFUXfJ%2FcgmFLJrwufc%3D&reserved=0


M Mackenzie and all the staff 

Attachments 

supporting positive mental health.pdf 

 

https://pmx.parentmail.co.uk/download/e34df521cc1eb9f37297acb3d050c0cd0d2b11oz883tqpo2kq2mgx6b869iyjb7l24wwc3go68ca4cd0st3ay4avwx03khw83iaixoklupz7zaokywniw90qnr90z32cim8.pdf

